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President's Perch 
By Tom Hayward 

   

      Nature watchers, like members of the Stanton Bird Club, know that much 
of the plant and animal kingdoms experience cycles of varying lengths--

day/night, the seasons, the replacement of one generation by the next, and so 

forth.  The cycle that has brought me around to being President (once again) 

of the Club is some 30-odd years, with lots of memorable events in between.  
The state of the organization has changed dramatically over that time, and I 

know that the Stanton Bird Club is in a much stronger position, both within 

itself and in the larger community.  This is thanks to the long and selfless 
efforts of many folks, all working for no pay and only intangible rewards.  

But the satisfaction of seeing a family discover the wonders of Thorncrag or 

Woodbury, or the excitement of sighting a new bird for your list, or the inter-

est kindled by one of our monthly programs, makes it all worthwhile.  We 
still have lots of challenges to meet, but we're headed in the right direction.  

Please join me for the ride! 
 

Stanton Board Elects Officers 
By Carl Straub - Nominating Committee 

 

     In October 2011, the Stanton Board of Directors elected officers for the 

new year.  Tom Hayward was chosen president of the Board and Mike Mar-
chus was elected vice president. Hayward, who has been an active member of 

the Club for over 35 years, is a reference librarian in Bates College. Marchus 

is manager of a local Key Bank branch. Both are long-time residents of Le-
wiston. Hayward succeeds Tom Robustelli, who has served as president for 

the past two years. Also elected as officers were Linda Seamans of Lisbon, as 

treasurer, and David Haines of Auburn, as secretary of the Board.  
 

Volunteers Restore Benjamin Feeder 
By Susan Hayward 

 

     Our good friends, George and Ruth Benjamin, on the River Road in Au-

burn have finally had their bird feeding station restored following the major 

relocation and reconstruction of their home and landscape. 
     Thanks to Stan and Joan DeOr-

sey who suggested a design, the 

Stanton Bird Club Board of Direc-
tors who helped with some fund-

ing, Doug Boyd who provided shop 

space for assembling the structure, 
Marge Schuler for donating seed, 

and a crew of volunteers, the feed-

ing station was completed and in-

stalled this fall.  
     Now we can, once again, plan 

field trips to the Benjaminôs to en-

joy all the birds that flock there for 
the great habitats and the seeds. 
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Board of Directors 

 Tom Hayward, President 

 Mike Marchus, Vice President 

 David Haines, Secretary 

 Linda Seamans, Treasurer 
     Odie Bachelder 

 Owen Buck 

 Rob Crosby 

 Bruce Damon      

      Dan Marquis 

      Jeralyn Maurer 

 Jim Richter 

 Tom Robustelli   

 Carl Straub     
  

Honorary Director 

 David Footer 
 

Newsletter Editor 

 Alan Seamans 

 

 PLEASE JOIN THE STANTON 

TRADITION!  

 

Become a Member-Supporter by giv-

ing a financial donation at one of the 

levels listed below. 

 

For more information see the website 

at www.stantonbirdclub.org 

Basic Supporterééééé.$25.00 

Friendéééééé.ééé$60.00 

Naturalistéééééé.é$125.00 
Land Stewardééééé..$250.00 

Stantonianéééééé.$500.00+ 

Send checks to:  

                  Treasurer 

                  P.O. Box 3172 

                  Lewiston, ME 04243 Photo by Susan Hayward 
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Education Committee Update 
By Susan Hayward, Education Chair 

 

     The new ñSundays at Thorncragò program has had a 

very successful beginning this fall.  Visitors are greeted 
at the parking lot and invited to begin their walk at the 

gazebo.  Stationed at the gazebo are two nature guides 

ready to share a nature topic with the public to enhance 
what they see and learn about on the trails of the sanctu-

ary.  The topics this fall have been trees, rocks, water, 

and winter survival.  
     Here, visitors learn about the watershed topography 

of Thorncrag and the interesting rock formations to be 

found along the trails.  Pictured are (l to r) Crystal, 

Louise, Julie & Elizabeth Beaucage, Nancy Daniels, 
Lynn Derderian, and guide Ellen Gawarkiewicz. 

 
 

New & Returning Members 

 

John Ackerman 

Virginia Adams 

Ted Allen 

Roger & Jeanne Anctil 

Gregory Anderson 

Jacolyn Bailey 

Chris & Joline Beam 

Doreen Beck & Sherry Poland 

Warren Bennet 

Elaine Berry 

Regina & Raymond Berube Jr. 

Linda Bickford 

Carol Bradford 

Anne Brown 

Owen Buck*  

Lawrence Buggia 

Gertrude Cantwell 

Charles & Barbara Carnegie 

Nancy B. Chandler 

Roger Charest 

George & Mary Anne Courbron 

Carmen Dufresne  

Roy & Ruth Farnsworth 

Eleanor Fellers 

Cheryl Field 

Patricia Field 

Robert & Claire Gagne 

Nelson Gamage 

Donald Gerow 

Anne Goorhuis 

Lucien & Annarose Gosselin 

David Harkins* 

Julie Hayes & Norm Duphily 

Douglas Hodgkin 

Fred & Nancy Holler 

Libby Hyatt 

Philip Isaacson 

Carol Jack 

Carole Jean 

Pamela Johnson 

Paul & Judy Johnson* 

Bob & Nancy Kleckner*  

Kathleen Landry 

Anne Larocca 

David Larrabee 

Pat Ledlie 

Dana & Kay Little*  

Bonnie & Ben Lounsbury*  

Dan & Sandy Marquis 

Sue Martin 

Conrad Meyer 

Clara Moore 

John & Nancy Muir 

Barbara Oliver* 

Jeannine Pelletier 

Lewis & Helene Perry 

Kathryn Peterson 

Jan Phillips & Dennis Grafflin 

Jean Preis 

Francois Preshong 

Stephen Reed* 

Pam Riley Osborn 

Judy Schaub 

Bernie Slofer 

Ina Small 

Stephen & Gerda Sokol 

Bonnie Soper 

William Sylvester 

Carroll & Joan Taylor 

Robert & Catherine Thorpe 

Jotham Trafton 

Richard Wagner 

Jim Walker 

Shana Wallace 

Anne & James Williams 

Eric Wollman & Trish Buls*  

Emily Wright-Magoon 

Nelly's Tractor Works  

 

 

 

*special thanks for donation of $100 or more Member/Supporter list as of 12/31/11 

Photo by Susan Hayward 

Thank you to the following for contributing to this Chickadee Chronicle edition: 

- Roger Anctil          - Stan DeOrsey   - Susan Hayward  - Tom Hayward 

- Nancy Muir          - Linda Seamans   - Jim Walker 
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Christmas Bird Count 2011 
Saturday, December 17 

By Stan DeOrsey, compiler  

The Stanton Bird Club conducted its 32nd 

Christmas Bird Count of the Lewiston and Auburn 

area on Saturday, December 17. Twenty-six people 
participated and recorded 52 species; the average 

since 2000 is 48. There was no snow on the ground 

and only the shallowest water was frozen. The grand 
total of 5,639 individual birds was just below aver-

age but well above last year, mostly attributable to a 

high Starling count. The weather was cool, about 33 

degrees, mostly cloudy with little wind, generally a 
good day for the birders.   

Overall, waterfowl were good as there was 

much open water 
and recent warmer 

than average tem-

peratures. Everyone 
commented about 

fewer birds found at 

feeders, likely in-

fluenced by lack of 
snow. For raptors 

there were five 

adult Bald Eagles at 
various locations 

plus ñourò Pere-

grine Falcon. No 
Red-tailed Hawks 

were found. The 

hoped-for winter 

finches and other 

winter birds were also not found. 

There was one new bird for the count, a Gray 

Catbird off Hardscabble Road in Auburn. Less-
often-seen birds were 55 American Coots on Lake 

Auburn and Sabattus Pond; a first year Iceland Gull 

behind the Roak Block, Auburn (photograph below 
by Jim Walker); three Eastern Bluebirds on Hersey 

Hill, A uburn; and a Hermit Thrush in Auburn. A 

Carolina Wren was heard singing, which they do 

year round. Hooded Mergansers at 32 was a new 
high, as were 1,800 European Starlings, mostly at 

the Delekto cattle feed lot off the River Road. Five 

Pileated Wood-
peckers tied the 

max count. 

Canada Geese 
were high, as 

were Rock Pig-

eons. American 

Robins were 
mostly in a few 

small flocks. On 

the low side,  46 
Blue Jays were 

especially low 

this year. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The full count is as follows: 

 
Canada Gooseéé..........84 
American Black Ducké..20 

Mallardéééééé...388 

Green-winged Tealééé1 
(count week - Roak Block) 

Scaup sp.(possibly Lesser)...45 
Buffleheadéééééé.4 

Common Goldeneyeé..140 

Hooded Merganseréé..32 

Common Merganseréé18 

Ruddy Duckééééé.35 

Ruffed Grouseéééé....2 

Wild Turkeyéééé...180 

Common Loonééé.é..4 

Horned Grebeééé.éé2 
(Lake Auburn) 

Bald Eagle.....5 adult, 0 imm 

Peregrine Falconé...éé..1 
(Continental Mill, Lew) 

American Cootéééé.55 
(4th record, new max) 

Ring-billed Gullééé..251 

Herring Gulléééé....182 

Iceland Gulléééééé.1 
(First year juvenile) 

Great Black-backed Gull....4 

Rock Pigeon éééé..654 

Mourning Doveééé.154 

Downy Woodpeckeré....32 
Hairy Woodpeckeréé...13 

Pileated Woodpeckeréé.5 

Blue Jayééééééé46 

American Crowéé.é..607 

Common Ravenéééé.2 

Black-capped Chickadee 

ééééééééé.....380 

Tufted Titmouseééé....17 

Red-breasted Nuthatché...6 

White-breasted Nuthatch..24 
Brown Creeperéééé.....2 

Carolina Wren (singing)..é..1 

Golden-crowned Kingleté.8 

Eastern Blubirdééééé3 
(3rd record) 

Hermit Thrushééééé.1 
(4th record) 

American Robinééé...101 

Gray Catbirdéééééé1 
(first record) 

Northern Mockingbirdé.....1 

European Starlingéé.1,800 
(new high) 

Cedar Waxwingééé.......4 

Snow Buntingééééé..6 

American Tree Sparrow....26 

Song Sparrowééééé..2 

White-throated Sparrowé..2 

Dark-eyed Juncoééé...29 
Northern Cardinalééé.15 

Purple Finchéééééé1 

House Finchééééé..43 

American Goldfinché...145 

House Sparrowéééé.55 

 

Total species.....................53 

Total individ ualséé5,639 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo above:  ICELAND GULL   Photo by Jim Walker 
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Interesting Wint er Sightings 
Above:  These male Bluebirds were seen in Auburn during 

the Christmas Bird Count.  Photo courtesy of Nancy Muir.  

Below left:  This Red Bellied Woodpecker is a regular visitor 

to photographer Roger Anctil 's feeder.   

Below right:   Nancy Muir caught this photo of the Northern 

Mockingbird at the Auburn Mall  during the Christmas Bird 

Count.   A mockingbird has been counted at this location on 

many previous CBCs.   

 

 


