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For more information see the websitg
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Presidents Perch
By Tom Hayward

Nature watchers, like members of the Stanton Bird Club, know that much
of the plant and animal kingdomsperience cycles of varying lengths
day/night, the ssons, the replacement of one generation by the next, and so
forth. The cycle that has hught me around to being President (once again)
of the Club is some 36dd years, with lots of memorable events in between.
The state of the organization has changed dramatically over that time, and |
know that the Stanton Bird Club is in a much strongesitpn, both within
itself and in the larger community. This is thanks to the long and selfless
efforts of many folks, all working for no pay and onlytangible rewards.

But the satisfaction of seeing a fayndiscover the wonders of Thorncrag or
Woodlury, or the excitement of sighting a new bird for your list, or the-inte
est kindled by one of our monthly programs, makes it all worthwhile. We
still have lots of challenges to meet, but we're headed in the right direction.
Please join me for the ride!

Stanton Board Elects Officers
By Carl Straub- Nominating Committee

In October 2011, the Stanton Board of Directors elected officers for the
new year. Tom Hayward was chosen president of the Board and Mike Ma
chus was elected vice president. Hayward, who has been an actieemef
the Club for over 35 years, is a reference librarian in Bates College. Marchus
is manager of a local Key Bank branch. Both are 1tiimg residents of &-
wiston. Hayward succeeds Tom BRestéli, who has served as president for
the past two years. Also elected as officers were Linda Seamans of Lisbon, as
treasurer, and &id Haines of Alburn, as secretary of the Board.

Volunteers Restore Benjamin Feeder
By Susan Hayward

Our good friends, George and Ruth Benjamin, on the River Road-in A
burn have finally had their bird feeding station restored following thjerm
relocation and econstruction of their home and Idsnape

Thanks to Stan and Joan DeO; _—
sey who suggested a design, the |
Stanton Bird Club Board of Dire- ’
tors who helped with someurid- 7/
ing, Doug Boyd who provided shop
space for assembling the structuré,
Marge Schuler for dornisag seed,
and a crew of volunteers, the fke gue
ing station was completed and-i ‘
stalled this fall. !

Now we can, once again, pla
field trips t o §
joy all the birds that flock there fo
the great habitats and the seeds.

) Photo by Susan Havard
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Education Committee Update
By Susan HaywardEducation Chair

The new ASundays at Thor nt

Photo by Susan Havard

John Ackerman

Virginia Adams

Ted Allen

Roger & Jeanne Anctil
Gregory Anderson

Jacolyn Bailey

Chris & Joline Beam

Doreen Beck & Sherry Poland
Warren Bennet

Elaine Berry

Regina & Raymond Berube Jr.
Linda Bickford

Carol Bradford

Anne Brown

Owen Buck

Lawrence Buggia

Gertrude Cantwell

Charles & Barbara Carnegie
Nancy B. Chandler

Roger Charest

George & Mary Anne Courbron
Carmen Dufresne

Roy & Ruth Farnsworth
Eleanor Fellers

Cheryl Field

Patricia Field

Robert & Claire Gagne

very successful beginning this fall. Visitors are greeted

K} at the paking lot and invited to begin their walk at the

found along the trails.

New & Returning Members

Nelson Gamage

Donald Gerow

Anne Goorhuis

Lucien & Annarose Gosselin
David Harking

Julie Hayes & Norm Duphily
Douglas Hodgkin

Fred & Nancy Holler
Libby Hyatt

Philip Isaacson

Carol Jack

Carole Jean

Pamela Johnson

Paul & Judy Johnsdn
Bob & Nancy Klecknet
Kathleen Landry

Anne Larocca

David Larabee

Pat Ledlie

Dana & Kay Littlef
Bonnie & Ben Lounsbury
Dan & Sandy Marquis
Sue Martin

Conrad Meyer

Clara Moore

John & Nancy Muir

*special thanks for donation of $100 or more

Barbara Olivef

Jeannine Pelletier

Lewis & Helene Perry
Kathryn Peterson

Jan Phillips & Dennis Grafflin
Jea Preis

Francois Preshong
Stephen Reed

Pam Riley Osborn

Judy Schaub

Bernie Slofer

Ina Small

Stephen & Gerda Sokol
Bonnie Soper

William Sylvester

Carroll & Joan Taylor
Robert & Catherine Thorpe
Jotham Trafton

Richard Wagner

Jim Walker

Shanawallace

Anne & James Williams
Eric Wollman & Trish Bulg
Emily Wright-Magoon
Nelly's Tractor Works

Member/Supporter list as of 12/31/1

- Roger Anctil
- Nancy Muir

- Susan Hayward
- Jim Walker

Thank you to the following for contributing to tHzhickadee Chronicle edition:
- Stan DeOrsey
- Linda Seamans

- Tom Hayward

2

.~ gazebo. Stationed at the gazebo are two natuices)
ready to share a nature topic with the public to enhance
what they see and learn about on the trails of the sanct
ary. The topics this fall have been trees, rocks, water,
and winter survival.

Here, visitors learn about the watershed topography
of Thorncrag and the interesting rock formations to be
Pictured are (I to r) Crystal,
Louise, Julie & Elizabeth Beaucage, Nancy Daniels,
Lynn Derderian, and guide Ellen Gawarkiewicz.
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By Stan De®@sey, comiper

The Staton Bird Club caoducted

Christmas Bird Count 2011
Saurday, December 17

its 32nd

Chrigmas Bird Count of the éwiston and Auburn
area on Sarday, December 17. Twentgix people
partcipated and morded 52 sgcies the aerage

since 2000 is 48. There was no snow on the ground

and only the sH®bwest water was fozen. The grand
total of 5639 indvidual birds wasyst telow ave-
agebut wellabovelast year, mady attributable to a
high Staling count. The weather was cool, about 33
degrees mostly cloudywith little wind, genedly a

good day for the biters.

Overall, waterfowl were good as there was

much ope water
and ecent warmer
than aerage ten-
peraures. Eveyone
commented about
fewer birds found at
feeders, likely in-
fluenced by lack of
snow. For rators
there were five
adult Bald Eagles at

various  bcations
pl us f eved
grine Facon. No

Redtailed Havks
were found. The
hopedfor  winter
finches and dter

winter birds were also not

found.

There was one new bird for the count, a Gray
Cabird off Hardscéble Road in Aburn. Less

oftenseen birds were 55
Auburn and 8batus Pond

Amenn Coo$ on Lake

; a fst year Ickand Gull

behind the Roak Block, BAburn (plotographbelow
by Jim Waker); three Eaern Bluebirds on Hesey

Hill, Auburn; and a Hami

t Thrush in Alburn. A

Caroina Wren was heard gjimg, which they do
year round. Hooded Mgansers at 32 was r@ew
high, as were ,800 Hiropean Stdings, mody at
the Delekto cdtle feed lot

Photo above ICELAND GULL Photo by Jim Walker

off the River Roadkive

Pileated Wod-

peders tied the
max count.
Canada Geese
were high, as
were Rock Ri-

eons. Amaeican

Robins were
mogly in a few

small flocks. On
the low side, 46

Blue Jays were
especidly low

this year.

The full count is as fdlows:

Canada Googeé
American Black Duck ..20
Mall ar d é é é é.8883
Greenwi nged Tea
(count week Roak Block)
Scaup Spppssibly Lessgr..45
""" 4
Common Gallen e y €140. .
Hooded Mergase r € 82
Common Megansege é 18
Ruddy Duckééée
Ruffed @ ouseéég@é
Wild Turkeyé é é é . 180

Amer i can
(4th record, new max

Ring-billed Gulle é é ..251
Hergng Gulé é é é ...182
l cel and Gul |l é

(First year juvenilg

Great Blackbacked Gu

Coot

Il....4

Rock Pigeore é é é ..654
Mourning Doveé é é .154

Downy Woalpeckeg .

dlairy Wogpdpeckee é ..

.32
A3

Pileated Woodpd®ré é . 5

a\Nhite-BreaStéd Nthatch.24
Brown Crexperé € é € ....2
Carolina Wen (singing).é ..1
Goldenc r owned .&i
(3rd record)
Her mi t
(4th record)
American Rbi n é é €101

Thr ush

(first record)
Northern Mo&ingbirdé .....1
European Stéingé é .1,800

Dark-eyed Juccé é é ..29
Northern Cardialé é é .15
Pur pl e Finéh ¢

éeeee. 1

Total species..........c.c.e.... 3
lTlotal individualsé é 5, 6

péééé

B 9

Common Loog é & . &4 . |American Crow é .6 . . 6 Q(ppwhon =
HormedGr e b eséd@e 2 | Common Rvené é é ¢ . 2 |Gedar Wawingé € ¢ .....4
(Lake Auburn) Black-capped @ickadee SnowBuni ngeeeee. . 6
Bald Eagle....5adul, 0nm |6 é 6 é 6 é 6 6 & . .3g0 |American Tree Speow....26
Pergrine Ficoné .6 6 .1 | Tufted Titmouse é é .17 |SONgSpa oweéeéééeé.|. 2
(Continental Mill, Lew) Rectbreasted Nthatcré .6 | Whitethroated Spaowe .. 2
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Interesting Wint er Sightings
Above: These male Bluebirds were seen in Auburn dur
the ChrismasBird Count. Ploto courtesy of Nancy Muir.
Below left: This Red Bellied Woodpeckés a regular vigor
to phoiographer Rger Arctil's feeder.
Below right: Nancy Muir caught thiphoto of theNorthern
Mockingbird at the AuburrMall during the Christmas Bird
Count. A modkingbird hasbeen counted at this latbon on
many previou<BCs.
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